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'U.5. Had Reliable Warnings
Diplomats Were Bomb Target

Explosives Were Tracked to Lebanon

A

By Bob Woodward
Washington Post Staff Writer

In the weeks before this Septem-

ber’'s terrorst bombing of the

American Embassy annex jn Beirut,
the U.S. government had specific,

reliabie intelligence warnings that

explesives had been shipped into

Lebanon and were targeted against
American Embassy personnel. . ac-
cording to_ informed intelligence

U.S. and lsraeli intelligence first

tracked expiosives and timed fuse

bombs in mid-August. Days before
the Sept. 20 bombing, they learned

that the explosives were designated
for use against Americans. A vul-,
nerability assessment narrowed the
possible points of attack to two fa-
cilities in east Beirut: the ambas-
sador's residence in the southern
hills, and the eventual target, -the
embassy annex to the north near
the Mediterranean coast.

Reagan administration officials

and the details of the attack have
found that the failure to take more
aggressive security precautions was

ven more unsatis%acto than Tirst
teparted. One official caiiea it n-
excusable” and anéther “negligent.”
Sources said that too many U.S.
security forces were deployed away
from the annex, where the most
American personnel were sta-
tioned.

The analysis of security after the
bombing shows that terrorists on
Sept. 20 could have had unimpeded
access to the embassy from a side
road that ran about 200 feet from
the annex. No barricades were in

, Place there. Fortunately, the
‘ sources said, the driver of the van
carrying the explosives approached
the building through the front gate
and was slowed down along that
route by security guards and by

concrete barriers around which he
had to weave, "

The explosives were detonated
30 feet before the van reached the
annex, making the damage and
death toll less than they might have
been,

Sources said the new information
about security lapses accounts in
part for Secretary of State George
P. Shultz’s directive last week that
he receive a daily briefing on em-

bassy safety as part of 2 “full-court |

press” on new security measures.

In addition, the sources said in-
telligence reports show that some
of the explosives are still in Leba-
non and another attack is antici-
pated before the American presi-
dential ejection. U.S. aumontxes,
according to one source, most fear
another attack against precisely the
same target.

Under new security measures, all
vehicles other than the ambassa-
dor’s automobile entering the em-
bassy annex in Beirut are stopped.
Passengers and deliveries are then
loaded into a shuttle service that
runs from the gates to the annex,
these officials said.

U.S. intelligence, working with
friendly intelligence services includ-
ing those of Israe] and Lebanon,
have traced the financing of the ex-
plosives to an elusjve _financial mid-
dleman with close ties to Iranjans
who have supported terrorism in
the past.

The middleman is identi
Hassan Hamiz, a_Lebanese with
high-level contacts in the Iranian
government. Hamiz was_ paid
$50,000 _as part of the operation
supporting the October 1983 bomb-
ing at Marine headquarters_in_Bei-
rut that killes i
intelligence reports,

’ _ngtmued
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Hamiz is closely associated with
Hussein Musawi, a Jeader of one
faction of Shiite militants in Leba-
non’'s Bekaa Valley. Musawi's cous-
in, Abu Haydar Musawi, was in-
volved in obtaining the picku truck
used in the 1983 Marine bombing,
according to_intelligence re S.
He heads his cousin's group called
“Hussein suicide commandos,” the

reports say.
Intelligence has also established
the identity of the drive n

that carried the e losives in the
most recent bombinj.__’l'he driver
apparently had two or three aliases,
but officials said he has been traced
to the militant Shiite movement
called Hezballah, or Party of God,
which previously has been identified
as the group responsible for the
terrorist attack.

The group is a loose confedera-
tion. Sources this week cautioned
that intelligence data, thou h con-
crete and believed to be reliable, is
not strong enough to make a case in
court.

Last January the Israelis arrested
12 terrorists, including some mem-
bers of the Party of God, and ob-
tained documents, money, oper-
ational structures and target infor-
mation. But it is difficult for outsid-
ers to get good information from
the militant Shiite movements, par-
ticularly in advance. “It's like pen-
etrating the top echelon of the
Mafia,” one source sajd.

This uncertainty, according to
sources, is a major reason the Rea-
gan administration has decided not,
to retaliate.

sources said the CIA j
interested in learning about the ter-

rorists, their financing and commu-
nication, than in striking back.
Though the CIA Tearned of the ex-
plosives shipment and the ssible
targets, officials said the did not
know the timing of 2 possible at-
tack. “We didn't know when—
whether it was going to be that
week or mronth,” one source said.
Another official said intelligence

"warnings without the time element

can lose impact, creatin what one
official callsd “the - cry-wolf prob-
lem.”

Sources in several western inte]-
lizence agencies said this week that
Syrian intelligence officers have not
been implicated in the latest attack,

i 1983 Marine bombmn
and the April 1983 bombin of the
U.S. Embassy in Lebanon.

Among the 13 individuals tied to
those two earlier bombings were a
Syrian intelligence colonel, a for-
mer PLO security officer and oth-
ers belonging to the Syrian-con-
trolled Thunderbolt terrorist organ-
ization.

The absence of Syrian intelli-
gence assistance, according to one
Source, may in part account for the
comparatively low death tol] of last
month’s bombing, in which two
Americans and at Jeast 10 Lebanese
were killed.

The CIA is continuing its inves-
tigatiop t e
responsible for last month’s bomb-
ing. The capacity to undertake such
F has enhanced signif-
icantly since the 1983 incidents. An

information exchange network has
been set up with the intelligenc
services, police and military of

more _than 100 countries.
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